Connecting unit for the angle-adjustable connection of at 
least two loudspeaker enclosures, and correspondingly 
connected loudspeaker enclosures 



s c rapt - i on - 
A 

The invention relates to a connecting unit for the 
angle-adjustable connection of at least two loudspeaker 

_v enclosures A - aooording to the p r eamble of claim 1 . 

^ The invention also relates to loudspeaker enclosures 

^ which are connected to one another by means of a 

"z corresponding connecting unit. 

Connecting units of the type mentioned in the 
introduction are already known. The disadvantage is that the 
only way in which an angle adjustment of, for example, two 

^ interconnected loudspeaker enclosures can be carried out by 

- means of a known connecting unit is inconvenient in handling 
terms since the connecting unit has to be adjusted such that 
it is possible for at least one loudspeaker enclosure to move 
freely for the angle adjustment thereof. As a result of this 
capacity for free movement of the loudspeaker enclosure which 
is to be repositioned, the latter has to be retained in the 
desired operating position, if appropriate, by a person 
assigned specifically to this task, while, at the same time, 
the connecting unit is fixed by a further person, who is 
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assigned specifically to that task. In particular in the case 
of loudspeaker enclosures of relatively large dimensions, two 
people are necessary for the purposes of positioning at least 
one loudspeaker enclosure and of fixing the connecting unit. 
For the purpose of quickly and correctly adjusting the angle 
of one or more loudspeaker enclosures, it may be necessary to 
have an additional, third person, who monitors the respective 
angle adjustment from an observation point at a distance from 
the loudspeaker enclosures. This means that quick and correct 
angle adjustment of at least two interconnected loudspeaker 
enclosures by means of a known connecting unit can only be 
carried out disadvantageously , using a comparatively high 
number of operating staff and/or in a manner which is 
inconvenient in handling terms. 

The object of the invention is to -spe-crfy a 
connecting unit of the type mentioned in the introduction by 
means of which quick, secure and correct angle adjustment of 
at least two interconnected loudspeaker enclosures is 
possible in an easy-to-handle and reliable manner. 

In order to achieve this object, a connecting unit 

Jaa ving - tho fo ar luieb o f c laim 1 is proposed-; — sajr d unitr* 
comprises 

-eefflp rising - a first supporting part, which can be assigned to 
s^- 
one loudspeaker enclosure, and a second supporting part, 

which can be assigned to the other loudspeaker cncloouro, — i£> 

-te eing " L he — ease LlmL Lira supporting parts are connected to one 

another in an articulated manner, and the angle position 
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assumed in each case between the two supporting parts is 
fixed in an adjustable manner by means of an angle-position 
device which acts in the manner of a turnbuckle. A connecting 
unit designed in this way makes possible an intended angle 
adjustment of at least two interconnected loudspeaker 
enclosures on account of the articulation connection between 
the two support ing -p ai L l, , t he angle-position device, which 

a enures 

acts in the manner of a turnbuckle, - ettaming , during the 
angle adjustment of one or more loudspeaker enclosures, that 
the latter always assume a stable angle position. The angle 
position of the corresponding loudspeaker enclosures, it 
being possible for -s»id- angle position to be adjusted in a 
variable manner by means of the angle -position device, is 
stable at all the adjustable angle-adjustment points since 
the angle-position device operates essentially without play. 

As a 

with the- result that, before, during and after the angle 



A. 



adjustment of the loudspeaker enclosures, the latter are 
always fixed in position in relation to one another. This 
ensures variable adjustability of loudspeaker enclosures by 

deduce. * f& 

means of the angle-position 4wjree , whil - e r-ate the same time, 
the situation where a disadvantageous, unstable angle 
position of one or more loudspeaker enclosures arises is 
reliably ruled out. An angle adjustment of two interconnected 
loudspeaker enclosures by means of the angle-position device, 
which acts in the manner of a turnbuckle, can be carried out 
in an easy- to-handle manner by a single person, the only 
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requirement being for this person to actuate the angle- 
position device, rather than there being any additional need 
- as in the prior art - for, if appropriate, a further person 
to ensure stable positioning of one or more loudspeaker 
enclosures which are to be angle-adjusted. It is particularly 
advantageous that the subject-matter of the invention allows 
at least two loudspeaker enclosures to be suspended in a very 
straightforward manner. This is because the connecting unit 
fixes the two loudspeaker enclosures relative to one another, 
and the loudspeaker enclosure fixed in this way may 
preferably be accommodated in a precise position in space 
merely by way of a suspension means or the like. In this 
case, the suspension means acts on any desired point of the 
unit comprising the two loudspeaker enclosures and the 
connecting unit. Provision is preferably made to provide a 
fastening unit in order to give a ' fastening point for the 
unit as a whole. The vertical alignment of the loudspeaker 
enclosures is preferably carried out by means of the 
connecting unit according to the invention. The horizontal 
alignment of the loudspeaker enclosures takes place by means 
of separate elements, - that -i s to say -independently of the 
connecting unit. 

The angle-position device is advantageously 
operatively connected on the end sides in each case to one of 
the two supporting parts. This allows the connecting unit to 
be realized as a user- friendly, compact and preassembled 
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subassembly since the two supporting parts can be operatively 

connected to the angle-position device even before they are 

fastened on the associated loudspeaker enclosures. 

The carrying parts are preferably fastened in each 

case on a support element which retains a loudspeaker 

enclosure. This allows, on the one hand, reliable and stable 
>ar+/cular|cj 

fixing, in particular^ of comparatively large and/or heavy 
loudspeaker enclosures and, on the other hand, preassembly of 
the connecting unit with the corresponding support elements, 
since the loudspeaker enclosures may also be fastened on the 
associated support element at a later point in time. 

The supporting parts are advantageously two 
components of the same design. Since the two supporting 
parts, which are connected to one another in an articulated 
manner, have the same function, namely of ensuring secure 
fastening of the connecting unit on the corresponding 
loudspeaker enclosures and/or the associated support elements 
and, at the same time, of allowing angle adjustment of one or 
more loudspeaker enclosures, the two supporting parts may be 
designed as identical components. This ensures a reduction in 
production outlay and relatively straightforward assembly 
and/or preliminary assembly. 

According to a preferred embodiment, the angle- 
position device has an adjustment sleeve, containing an 

internal left-handed thread at one end and an internal right- 
ed • Ar 

handed thread at the other ' €nd\ and a - respective threaded 
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bolt which is operatively connected to the adjustment sleeve 
on the end sides, has a corresponding external thread and is 
fastened, by way of its end spaced apart from the adjustment 
sleeve, on the associated supporting part in an articulated 
manner and such that it is rotationally fixed in relation to 
its longitudinal axis. An angle-position device which is 
designed in this way, and acts in the manner of a - turnbuckle, 
makes possible, by straightforward rotation of the adjustment 
sleeve about its longitudinal axis, reliable and easy-to- 
handle angle adjustment, which is stable in any angle 
position, of at least two loudspeaker enclosures which are 
operatively connected by means of the connecting unit. In 
this case, the stability is maintained in all angle positions 
of the loudspeaker enclosures on account of the permanent 
thread engagement between the respective threaded bolt and 
the adjustment sleeve. 

For the purpose of arresting the angle-position 
device, there is advantageously provided in each case one 
lock nut which can be rotatably adjusted on the associated 
threaded bolt and can be brought into abutment with the 
adjustment sleeve on the end side. A lock nut which is 
brought into abutment with the adjustment sleeve on the end 
side in each case prevents undesired angle adjustment of a 
corresponding loudspeaker enclosure by means of the 
adjustment sleeve rotating about its longitudinal axis such 
that the threaded bolts are displaced longitudinally into the 
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adjustment sleeve. Such a rotary movement of the adjustment 

sleeve is only possible when the two lock nuts are located, 

on the corresponding threaded bolt, in a position in which 

they are spaced apart from the associated end of the 

adjustment sleeve. 

According to a preferred embodiment, on the end side, 

the supporting parts have in each case one centrally arranged 

fastening web for the purpose of fastening, in an articulated 

manner, the associated end of the angle-position device, 

which extends, in a longitudinal direction, perpendicularly 
A- 

to an axis of rotation of the supporting parts. This allows a 
compact configuration of the connecting unit which is 
favorable in terms of force transmission. 

The supporting parts are advantageously of cross - 
sectionally U-shaped design parallel to their axis of 
rotation and, in an overlapping region of the corresponding 
side webs, are operatively connected to one another by means 
of an articulation bolt arranged coaxially with the axis of 
rotation. Supporting parts of cross-sectionally U-shaped 
design are particularly stable against deformation and make 
it possible, in a comparatively straightforward manner, to 
produce an articulation connection between the supporting 
parts in an overlapping region of the corresponding side 
webs . 

The support elements are advantageously of U-shaped 
design in longitudinal section in each case, and the 
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respective loudspeaker enclosure is fixed in the 'associated 
support element in a rotatably adjustable manner. A 
loudspeaker enclosure can be fixed in a support element in a 
rotatably adjustable manner, for example, by means of a 
respective fixing mechanism which operatively connects one 
leg of the support element to the top side and base side of a 
loudspeaker enclosure. In this case, the loudspeaker 
enclosure is thus retained between the two opposite, spaced- 
apart legs of the support element, it being possible for the 
loudspeaker enclosure to be rotatably adjusted between the 
legs . 

Further advantageous configurations of the invention 
can be gathered from the description. 

The invention is explained in more detail hereinbelow 
by way of an exemplary embodiment with reference to 
associated drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a schematic perspective view of two 
loudspeaker enclosures in a rectilinear 
arrangement, said enclosures being connected by a 
connecting unit according to the invention; 
Figure 2 shows a schematic perspective view of the 

loudspeaker enclosures according to Figure 1 in an 
angle position; and 
Figure 3 shows, on an enlarged scale, a schematic 

perspective view of the connecting unit according 
to the invention from Figure 1. 
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Figures 1 and 2 show two vertically arranged 

loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 which are, retained in ja&r 

^ A, 

associated support element 16, 17 and are connected to one 
another in an angle-adjustable manner by means of a 
connecting unit 10. The loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 are 
each operatively connected, on their top surfaces 46 and on 
their base surfaces 47, to an associated ^ leg 45 of the 

e&c)) erf u>h<ch )$ 

support elements 16, 17, - which - arc - of U-shaped design in 

A 

longitudinal section. The connecting unit 10 has a first 
supporting part 13, which j.s assigned to the top loudspeaker 
enclosure 11, and a second supporting part 14, which is 
assigned to the bottom loudspeaker enclosure 12, the 

art, 

supporting parts 13, 14 b e ing connected to one another in an 

^ -MerV cu+tf mc [ sides 

articulated manner. On -fe hc end ol -de-, the two support inq parts 

13, 14 have in each case one centrally arranged fastening web 

\~ 

25, 26, on which an angle-position device 15 is fastened in 
an articulated manner by w a y of it'er associated end. The 
..angle-position device 15 is designed as an adjustment device 
which acts in the manner of a turnbuckle and by means of 
which the angle position assumed in each case between the two 
supporting parts 13, 14 can be fixed in an adjustable manner. 
This means that the angle-position device 15 ensures a stable 
angle position of the two loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 in 
each variably adjustable angle position of the supporting 
parts 13, 14. By means TTf* actuation of the angle-position 
device 15, which acts in the manner of a turnbuckle, the 
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loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 can be pivoted toward one 
another and away from one another, in accordance with the 
double arrows 43, about the longitudinal axis of an 
articulation bolt 31 which operatively connects the two 

/ V • ^ . . . -W^ 

supporting elements 13,-3r4r; — sard - pivoting action forming - an 

A. ^ 

angle position with a pivot angle a between the Base surface 
47 of the top loudspeaker enclosure 11 and the top surface 46 
of the bottom loudspeaker enclosure 12. The angle-position 
device 15 ensures that, before, 'during and after the angle 
adjustment of the loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12, the latter 
are always in a stable operatirfg position. The angle-position 
device 15 thus allows variable, adjustment of a respectively 
desired angle position of the two loudspeaker enclosures 11, 
12 and, at the same time, ensures that the two loudspeaker 
enclosures 11, 12 are fixed in a stable position in relation 
to one another at any point in time, «*£rha-fc is - to oay- in 
particular also during angle adjustment of the same. 

Figure 3 shows a schematic illustration of the 
connecting unit 10 from Figures 1 and 2 on an enlarged scale. 
The two supporting parts 13, 14 of the connecting unit 10 are 
operatively connected to one another by means of the 
articulation bolt 31 and can be pivoted in a controlled 
manner about an axis of rotation 27, which is simultaneously 
the longitudinal axis of the articulation bolt 31, from the 
rectilinear operating position (angle a = 0) , which is 
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illustrated i*^/ into an angle position according to Figure 
2 (angle a > 0) and back again into the rectilinear position 
according to Figure 3 by means of corresponding actuation of 
the angle-position device 15. The angle-position device 15 
has an adjustment sleeve 18 which contains an internal left- 
handed thread at one end and an internal right-handed thread 
at the other end. The adjustment sleeve 18 is operatively 



connected on the end aide rs- in each case to a threaded bolt 
4 

19, 20 containing a corresponding external thread 21, 22 . -By-* 
■ way of their e nd which has the corresponding external ■ thread* 



21, -23-; — bhe- two threaded bolts 19, 2 0 are screwed in the 

a 77lc ends #T rf-tte Ul*k 

adjustment sleeve - 1 8 - and, - fay way u£ their other -end 35 , which 

art s faced ^ ^ ^ re ^ 

4. - C opaccd apar -fe- from the adjustment sleeve 18 and-ar& of U- 
shaped or fork-like design, - said th r ead e d bulls 19, — Ztrare 
operatively connected to the fastening *#ete* 25, 26 of the 
associated supporting part 13 or 14, respectively, by means 
of a respective articulation bolt 36 for the purpose of 
forming an articulation connection. 

The operative connection between threaded bolt 19 or 
20 and the supporting part 13 or 14, respectively, is such 
that the threaded bolts 19, 20 are fitted in a rotationally 
fixed manner in relation to a longitudinal axis 32 and, at 
the same time, can be pivoted in relation to the 
corresponding supporting part 13, 14, about a longitudinal 
axis (not illustrated) of the associated articulation bolt 
36, by -meaxrs— ef- actuation of the angle-position device 15. 
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The adjustment sleeve 18 has at least one actuating opening 
34 into which a lever^not illustrated, can be introduced in 
order to achieve A *e*a* W e TOn ^ he ad , sleeve u 

about the longitudinal axis 32, HjtSJ^^ double 
arrow 44, for the purpose of actuating the angle-position 

device 15 F^^K r-m m,, • r Mo-tcat) cjV 2 

For-*)tt-p a]! p 0 «_ of . arre 3 ting ^ the adjustment sleeve 

18, and thus the angle-position device fs, ^exe^p^Med- 
a respective lock nut 23, 24 ^ can be rotatably adjusted 
on the associated threaded bolt 19 or 20, respectively, and 
can be brought into abutment with the adjustment sieeve 18 on 



the end side, 



The supporting parts 13, 14 are of ^ese^ie^ 

essential!,, Ml, j '? CTDSf StC-Ho/L, ' 
essentially U-shaped design^parallel to their axes of 

rotation 27 and, in an overlapping region 28 of the 
corresponding side webs 29, 30, are operatively connected to 
one another by means of the articuiation bolt 3! arranged 
coaxially with the axis of rotation 27. Located in the 
overlapping region 28, between the side webs 29 and 30, is in 
each case one cutout 48, which allows unobstructed pivoting 
of the supporting part : 13 w ^ into an angle position (see 
— Figure 2K O, t^ut^side 49, importing 
parts" 13, l ^A have - a plurality of slot-like through- 
passage openings nl .Uh U Li aL for +lw _ pwpes ^. £astenlng ^ 
connecting unit 10 on the support elements 16, 17, for 
example, by means of a screw-connection. Furthermore, the two 
supporting parts 13, 14 are designed as identical components, 



00454678 .1 




- 13 - 



■w^r th the result that there are no differences in design 
between the supporting parts 13, 14. As is illustrated in 
Figure 3, the connecting unit 10 may be preassembled in its 
entirety as a compact subassembly. 

For ^frhe- purpose - uf "actuating the angle-position 
device 15, the lock nuts 23, 24 are rotated into a position 
in which they are spaced apart from the corresponding end of 
the adjustment sleeve 18. The adjustment sleeve 18 can then 
be rotated in one of the two directions of rotation, in 
accordance with double arrow 44, about the longitudinal axis 
32 by means of a lever (not illustrated) introduced into the 
actuating opening 34. Since the adjustment sleeve 18 has an 
internal left-handed thread at one end and an internal right- 
handed thread at the other end, its rotary movement causes 
the threaded bolts 19, 20 to be displaced longitudinally into 
the adjustment sleeve 18 or away from the same, and thus 
brings about a pivoting movement of the two supporting parts 
13, 14 about the axis of rotation 27. On account of this 
pivoting movement, the two loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 (see 
Figure 2) can be angle-adjusted in relation to one another in 
a controlled manner, the two loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12 
being fixed in a stable position in relation to one another 
in any operating position also during the angle -ad j ustment . 

As is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, the legs 45 of 
the support elements 16, 17 are each provided with two slots 
38, 41 which are curved in the form of an arc of a circle. 
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The two slots 38, 41 each serve for fixing the corresponding 
loudspeaker enclosure 11, 12 in the associated support 
element 16, 17 in a rotatably adjustable manner. Extending 
through the slot 38 is a fixing element 39 which is 
operatively connected to the top surface 46 and/or to the 
base surface 47 of a loudspeaker enclosure 11, 12 and, in the 
released operating position, can be displaced along the slot 
38. A further fixing element 40 is arranged at a point of 
rotation of the corresponding loudspeaker enclosure 11, 12. 
Said point of rotation is the geometrical center point of the 
circle-arc-shaped slot 38. In an operating state in which 
they are relieved of stressing, that is to say with the 
fixing elements 39, 40 and the associated leg 45 of the 
corresponding supporting element 16, 17 being operatively 
connected loosely and thus in a manner which allows relative 
movement (rotation) of the corresponding loudspeaker 
enclosure in the associated supporting element 16, 17, the 
fixing elements 39, 40 thus allow rotary adjustment of the 
associated loudspeaker enclosure 11, 12 about a longitudinal 
axis (not illustrated) which leads through the fixing 
elements 40. According to an alternative embodiment, such 
rotary adjustment of a loudspeaker enclosure can also be 
achieved by means of the slot 41, which is likewise curved 
preferably in the form of an arc of a circle and may be 
operatively connected, for example, to two spaced-apart 
fixing elements (not illustrated) . The support element 17 is 
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additionally provided with a fastening unit 42 by means of 
which the subassemblies illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, and 
comprising two loudspeaker enclosures 11, 12, two support 
elements 16, 17 and a connecting unit 10, may be fastened by 
suspension, for example, on a chain hoist (not illustrated) . 
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